
 Children and Families Scrutiny Committee

Report Title Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children Board (GSCB)
 Annual Report 2018/19

Purpose of 
Report

The GSCB is required to produce an annual report and’ that 
report should be submitted to the Chief Executive, Leader of 
the Council, the local police and crime commissioner and the 
Chair of the health and well-being board.’ (Working Together 
DfE 2015).
It is good practice to also bring the annual report to the 
relevant scrutiny committee of the Council and this has been 
the case in Gloucestershire for previous years.

Is this for 
information 
or decision?

Information.

Author Kevin Crompton Interim Chair GSCB

Organisation GSCB

Key Issues:  
1. The report outlines some of the key work of the GSCB in a year that has 
been characterised by the need to prepare for a transition to new 
safeguarding arrangements published by the DfE in July 2018 – Working 
Together 2018. (WT18).
2. In general the GSCB has been making a positive contribution to the 
improvements required of the partnership as set out in regulators reports. 
Whilst this indicates a positive trend in the development of robust and mature 
partnership working it remains work in progress in some areas.
3. The GSCB has developed a transition plan which includes a work plan 
identifying incomplete work which the new Gloucestershire Safeguarding 
Children Executive (GSCE)should consider completing.
4. Whilst there have been no Serious Case Reviews published in 18/19 but 
there are 9 being handled under the transition guidance for WT18 some of 
which have been delayed due to extended legal proceedings.
5. The report includes reference to some good work in respect of non 
accidental injury and work funded by the Police and Crime Commissioner 
focussed on a partnership with the local Muslim community on safeguarding in 
education settings outside of state schools.



Recommendations to the Committee: 
1. To receive the report and note the contents
2. To note in particular that this is the last report of this type as the GSCB 

will no longer exist after July 15th 2019 when it is replaced by the new 
arrangements agreed by the local safeguarding partners (GCC, 
Gloucestershire Constabulary and Gloucestershire Clinical 
Commissioning Group) published earlier this year.

3. To note that under the new arrangements an annual report will be 
produced including the contribution of an independent scrutineer.

Financial/Resource Implications: 

Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) has historically provided the largest 
contribution to the GSCB budget (63.41%)  Working Together( 2018) states:
‘The safeguarding partners should agree the level of funding secured from 
each partner, which should be equitable and proportionate, and any 
contributions from each relevant agency, to support the local arrangements. 
The funding should be transparent to children and families in the area, and 
sufficient to cover all elements of the arrangements, including the cost of local 
child safeguarding practice reviews’.   The safeguarding partners will need to 
determine those funding arrangements for the financial year 2019 -2020 as 
they have agreed to maintain the status quo for the current financial year. 

There are several Serious Case Reviews which will require funding in the 
current financial year.


